Regular Meeting

August 9, 2022

The regular meeting of the Millcreek Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 9:30
a.m. by Chairman Daniel Ouellet in the Assembly Room of the Millcreek Township Municipal
Building. Present were Daniel Ouellet, James Bock, Kim Clear, Mark Zaksheske, Robert
Donikowski, Matthew Waldinger, Mark Shaw, Esq. and Sheryl Williams.
Following the Pledge to the Flag, Solicitor Mark Shaw recommended that the Agenda be
amended to add one (1) item due to time constraints. On recommendation by Solicitor Shaw, it
was moved by Mr. Bock, seconded by Ms. Clear and carried by unanimous roll call vote, per
Section 712.1(e) of the Pennsylvania Right-to-Know Law, to add the following item to the Agenda
after Item 8. Resolution 2022-R-35:
Resolution 2022-R-36
Mr. Ouellet called for Public Comment on agenda items other than development or rezoning
applications. There was no public comment.
On motion by Ms. Clear, seconded by Mr. Bock, it was carried by unanimous roll call vote to
approve the minutes from the July 26, 2022 regular meeting.
On motion by Ms. Clear, seconded by Mr. Bock, it was carried by unanimous roll call vote to
approve payment of the General Fund bills in the amount of $461,174.64 and Sewer Revenue
Fund bills totaling $274,518.87.
On recommendation of Public Works Director Robert Donikowski, it was moved by Mr. Bock,
seconded by Ms. Clear and carried by unanimous roll call vote to purchase a Bobcat L28
Articulated Loader with attachments for the Building Maintenance Department from Bobcat of Erie
for $43,070.63, under COSTARS Contract #440020080.
Ms. Clear reported that quotations were solicited and received by MPD for the purchase of fifteen
(15) Avon Gas Mask internal microphones, as follows: Strack, Inc. - $3,175.20, Uniform Outfitters
LLC - $2,931.45. On recommendation by Chief Heidt, it was moved by Ms. Clear, seconded by
Mr. Bock and carried by unanimous roll call vote to purchase the microphones from Uniform
Outfitters LLC for $2,931.45 using the remaining SWAT donated funds of $2,850.00 toward the
total cost.
On recommendation of Chief Heidt and IT Manager Kris Filson, it was moved by Ms. Clear,
seconded by Mr. Bock and carried by unanimous roll call vote to adopt Resolution 2022-R-34; A
Resolution pursuant to Resolution 2015-R-20 and the Municipal Records Manual to approve
proposed disposition of certain Township records. Mr. Ouellet noted that the records to be
disposed are police DashCam videos which will reach the end of their retention period between
August 10 and 23, 2022.
On recommendation of Solicitor Mark Shaw, it was moved by Ms. Clear, seconded by Mr. Bock
and carried by unanimous roll call vote to adopt Resolution 2022-R-35; A Resolution of the
Township of Millcreek, Erie County Pennsylvania establishing an intermunicipal agreement with
the City of Erie for the purposes of outlining the responsibilities, obligations, and interactions
between the Township’s Police Department and the City’s Police Department at the 2022
Celebrate Erie events Occurring in the City of Erie.

On recommendation of Solicitor Mark Shaw, it was moved by Ms. Clear, seconded by Mr. Bock
and carried by unanimous roll call vote to adopt Resolution 2022-R-36; A Resolution of the
Township of Millcreek, Erie County Pennsylvania establishing an intermunicipal agreement with
the City of Erie and the County of Erie for the purposes of outlining an agreement for allocation of
grant monies from a Justice Assistance Grant. Mr. Shaw reported that $31,729.50 will be allotted
to Millcreek Township.
On recommendation of Planning and Development Director Matthew Waldinger, it was moved by
Ms. Clear, seconded by Mr. Bock and carried by unanimous roll call vote to authorize Mr.
Waldinger to submit an application for 2022 RACP funds for the West 8th Street Gateway District
improvements, and to authorize Mr. Ouellet to sign the Worker Protection and Investment
Certification Form.
On recommendation by Attorney Lydia Caparosa of the Solicitor’s office, it was moved by Ms.
Clear, seconded by Mr. Bock and carried by unanimous roll call vote to authorize Ms. Caparosa
to apply on behalf of the Township for renewal of an FCC Fire Radio License for 10 years, at no
cost to the Township.
Planning and Development Director Matthew Waldinger explained that to date, the Greenleaf
Corporation Airport Hangar has not been built, and that the developer is replacing their current
Letter of Credit from Key Bank with First National Bank Letter of Credit #STB46.0 in the amount
of $23,375.00. On recommendation of Mr. Waldinger, it was moved by Ms. Clear, seconded by
Mr. Bock and carried by unanimous roll call vote to approve the release of Key Bank Letter of
Credit #S327107 in the amount of $23,375.00 for Greenleaf Corporation Airport Hangar –
Greenleaf Corporation, Developer.
On recommendation of Parks and Recreation Director Ashley Marsteller, it was moved by Mr.
Bock, seconded by Ms. Clear and carried by unanimous roll call vote to rehire Caisee Catalde as
a summer day camp counselor at an hourly rate of $13.00.
On motion by Ms. Clear, seconded by Mr. Bock, it was carried by unanimous roll call vote to send
two (2) representatives to the annual ECATO Picnic at a total cost of $35.00.
Mr. Ouellet read a statement to establish ground rules for the Citizens to be Heard, stating that
the comment period regarding a recent incident involving the Animal Enforcement Officer (AEO)
would be limited to 30 minutes, with each person receiving 5 minutes to speak. The AEO was
called to a resident’s home on July 29, 2022 to pick up a stray cat that the homeowner had been
caring for, and it was reported that the AEO allegedly shot the cat and disposed of it in a dumpster.
Tyler N., a non-Millcreek Resident, presented photos to the Board to show that the stray cat
exhibited no sign of parasites or rabies. He said he went to the Humane Society on August 1st
and found that the cat had not been taken there. He claimed that the AEO violated a Township
ordinance by not releasing the cat to an approved shelter, and that the Rabies Prevention Control
Act mandates the animal must be tested when rabies is suspected. Mr. N. asked that an
investigation be conducted into the death of the cat.
Nicole Leone, Executive Director of the Erie Humane Society, explained that the AEO has 24hour access to the Humane Society as well as emergency phone numbers to call. She stated
that the AEO used inappropriate equipment which strangled the cat and asked the Board to
investigate and establish protocol for handling stray animals. She said that the Humane Society
can assist with training Township staff to deal with stray animals in the future.
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Ruth Thompson, Director and Founder of the ANNA Shelter, also offered educational services in
animal handling, and stated that the AEO’s actions were unprofessional and inappropriate.
MaryGrace Lacoste, Executive Director of Orphan Angels, stated that a stray cat may act like a
feral cat due to fear. She suggested that the cat could have been trapped and treated if it had
parasites or maggots, and said using a catchpole was inappropriate.
Carrie H., a Millcreek Resident, claimed that there was conflicting information on social media
and said that no one took the cat to a veterinarian to treat the infected wound on its face. She
asked the Board to consider passing an ordinance to make residents responsible for caring for
stray animals if they feed them, and suggested staffing more than one Animal Enforcement
Officer.
Andrea A., a Board Member for Erie Animal Network, reported that the EAN takes in cats in any
condition and said a catchpole is never used. She also opined that the AEO could not have
diagnosed the cat’s condition by looking at it, and stated it is never appropriate to shoot a cat.
She asked the Board to investigate the incident and requested that specific training on how to
deal with stray cats be provided to Animal Enforcement Officers.
Patricia E., a non-Millcreek Resident and a longtime volunteer at the ANNA Shelter, stated that
she was sickened by this incident.
Eric D., ANNA Shelter Animal Cruelty Officer, stated that it takes compassion to deal with these
types of animals, and said a catchpole should only be used in extreme feral conditions. He also
volunteered to help train animal enforcement staff.
Dorothy B., a non-Millcreek Resident and animal rescue volunteer, stated that there is a petition
circulating which calls for the firing and prosecution of the AEO, and that the incident has been
reported to various agencies.
Samantha R., non-Millcreek resident and animal advocate, asked for evidence of the AEO’s
training, and suggested that a social worker be called in or a task force be created.
Albert S., a non-Millcreek resident and retired veteran, stated that cats can help to control PTSD.
He relayed that he was taught in the military to always use the least amount of force necessary
and said the same philosophy should apply to dealing with stray animals.
Josie M., a Millcreek resident, stated that in the past she had called the AEO to pick up a feral cat
that she had trapped in her garage, and relayed that the AEO injured the cat when using a
catchpole to put it in a cage. She said she refused to let the AEO take the cat and instead worked
with Ms. Thompson and Erie Trap and Release to treat and tame the cat, and it is now a friendly
family pet.
Haley B., a Millcreek resident, acknowledged that she is the person who called the AEO to pick
up the cat to take it to the Humane Society, and that the AEO stated he would take it there. She
said she had been feeding and caring for it, that it was friendly. She said she offered to carry the
cat to the AEO’s truck, but he refused her offer. She is very upset that the cat was killed.
Candy W., a Millcreek resident, stated that she found the cat on July 4th, took care of it and
planned to have it neutered and give to her neighbor. She relayed that while the cat was at the
neighbor’s house it escaped, and when she went to the Humane Society it was not there.
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Solicitor Mark Shaw reported that a letter was sent to the Township Secretary by Danielle Bartone
and he asked that it be added to the public record of the meeting.
Mr. Ouellet stated that the Board is concerned about this issue will investigate it. He thanked the
audience for coming to the meeting and expressing their concerns, and then excused anyone
who wanted to leave.
Micheal Umpleby, a non-Millcreek resident, requested that his parents’ $1000.00 Zoning Hearing
Board fee be refunded because a judge overturned the ZHB’s decision in the Court of Common
Pleas of Erie County, ruling that a porch is permitted to be built on his parents’ property. He
requested a response and apology directly from the Supervisors, rather than a letter from the
Director of Planning and Development.
Rob Umpleby, a Millcreek resident, relayed the history of his parents’ wish to add a porch onto
their home. He questioned the amount of taxpayer money that was spent to fight his parents’
appeal.
Robert Umpleby, a Millcreek resident, expressed his disappointment in not receiving a response
directly from the Supervisors and requested an apology.
There being no further business to come before the Board or any other Citizens to be Heard, it
was moved by Ms. Clear and seconded by Mr. Bock to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m.
Sheryl A. Williams
Township Secretary
_____________________________________________________________________________
APPROVED: August 23, 2022

_____________________
Daniel P. Ouellet

_____________________
James S. Bock

_____________________
Kim Clear
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